
1 

 

 

N.K.T. National College of Education for Women 

(Autonomous)  

Report on the Student Orientation Programme on                          

Diversities in Indian School System & Teacher Education 

15th - 17th March 2021 

 

Student Orientation Programme on Diversities in Indian School System & Teacher 

Education addressed by Dr. N. Kalai Arasi, Associate Professor of Computer 

Science-Education.  

Orientation marks a successful beginning of a College session as it assures to the new 

students that they made a good decision in their college choice. It also helps students 

prepare for a successful career with clear vision about what lies ahead and what can be 

achieved at the end of their courses. Student Orientation is a warm-up session for 
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students before they are ready to hit the ground for their final performance, for a 

successful career.  

The Student Orientation Programme on Diversities in Indian School Systems and Teacher 

Education was conducted from 15th to17th of March, 2021 for 2020-22 batch students of 

B.Ed. and B.Ed. Special Education (Visual Impairment) Programmes. The Orientation 

Programme was organised to introduce students to the graduate programmes and also to 

enable the freshers to get acquainted with one another. 

On the forenoon of Day-1, 15th March 2021, the first session was addressed by                                      

Dr. N. Kalai Arasi, Associate Professor of Computer Science-Education. She gave an 

overview on the prevailing diverse school systems in India and a brief note on the 

education system in some of the advanced countries. 

She addressed that India ranks 92nd in Education among 145 countries. India has a unique 

education system designed to uphold its nation’s culture, history, values, and customs. In 

ancient times, India had the Gurukula system of education in which anyone who wished to 

study went to a teacher's (Guru) house and requested to be taught. If accepted as a 

student by the guru, she would then stay at the guru's place and help in all activities at 

home. This not only created a strong tie between the teacher and the student, but also 

taught the student everything about running a house. The guru taught everything the child 

wanted to learn, from Sanskrit to the holy scriptures and from Mathematics to 

Metaphysics. The student stayed as long as she wished or until the guru felt that she had 

taught everything she could teach. All learning was closely linked to nature and to life, and 

not confined to memorizing some information. 

The modern school system was brought to India, including the English language, originally 

by Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay in the 1830s. The curriculum was confined to 

“modern” subjects such as science and mathematics, and subjects like metaphysics and 

philosophy were considered unnecessary. Teaching was confined to classrooms and the 

link with nature was broken, as also the close relationship between the teacher and the 

student.  

https://www.futurelearn.com/info/blog/explore-the-education-industry
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In the present days, the school system in India has four levels: lower primary (age 6 to 10), 

upper primary (11 and 12), secondary (13 to 15) and higher secondary (17 and 18). The 

lower primary school is divided into five “standards”, upper primary school into two, 

secondary into three and higher secondary into two.  

She explained that each state in the country has its own Department of Education that 

runs its own school system with its own textbooks and evaluation system. The curriculum, 

pedagogy and evaluation method are largely decided by the SCERT in the state, following 

the national guidelines prescribed by the NCERT. 

Like other state, the State of Tamil Nadu has three kinds of schools that follow the state 

curriculum. The State Government runs its own schools in land and buildings owned by 

the State Government and paying the staff from its own resources. These are generally 

known as Government Schools. The fees are quite low in such schools. Then there are 

privately owned schools with their own land and buildings. In these schools the fees are 

high and the teachers are paid by the management. Such schools mostly cater to the 

urban middle class families. The third kind consists of schools that are provided grant-in-

aid by the State Government, though the school was started by a private agency in their 

own land and buildings. The grant-in-aid is meant to help reduce the fees and make it 

possible for poor families to send their children.  

While traditionally, education in India was reserved mostly for the higher-caste children, 

new education policies have been aiming to achieve equity in education and the right to 

education for all children irrespective of social class.  

Dr. N. Kalai Arasi stressed the need for student-teachers to have a clear insight of the 

functioning of the school systems. The State of Tamil Nadu has different types of school 

categories like CBSC Schools, ICSC Schools, Matriculation Schools, Play Schools, Anglo 

Indian Schools, Special Schools, International Schools, Government & Private schools in 

State Board. Dr. Kalai Arasi explained in detail the functioning of various boards with their 

functional differences and evaluation system. The orientation of various boards of school 

education in India made students to understand the knowledge and skills required for 
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equipping themselves to be placed in appropriate schools. The school education system in 

other states was compared and an overview of the school education system in other 

countries like, Finland and the United Kingdom was also discussed.  

The second session on 15th March 2021 was addressed by Dr. V.J. Uma, Assistant 

Professor of Physical Science-Education who gave a clear insight on the Programme 

and Course Learning Outcomes in detail, mode of functioning and Institutional Policy 

Guidelines that enable smooth and effective functioning of the Institution. Students were 

further oriented on the functioning of various Centres, Cells, Clubs and Associations of the 

College which are considered to be important Functioning Bodies of the Institution. The 

Pedagogy students in-charge of clubs were informed and students were made aware of all 

club activities.  

The afternoon session, was lead by Mrs. Suguna Kiran, VITAL (Value Integration in 

Teaching and Learning) and she gave an inspirational speech followed by Ice Breaking 

session to help students get acquainted with each other. 

The next two days, 16th and 17th March 2021, was addressed by Mrs. Suguna Kiran from 

VITAL. The Orientation Programme in collaboration with VITAL (Value Integrated 

Teaching And Learning), gave an introduction on value integrated teaching and learning.  

The unique feature of the VITAL approach is that it does not require teaching values as a 

separate subject. Instead, it seeks to identify one or the other of the 80 values highlighted 

by the NCERT in each lesson or chapter in school textbooks, which teachers can discuss 

with their students in order to send out a value-based message as part of their regular 

classroom instruction. This message is to be crafted in such a way that it resonates with 

the students’ own lives and experiences. To make sure that this doesn’t interfere with the 

main teaching work, the value-based discussion during each class is to be limited by the 

teacher to just a minute or two. Ideally, all teachers, no matter what subject they teach, 

should be able to do this in every lesson that they take. In this way, value education can 

become, an integrated aspect of learning across the different subjects, instead of being 

compartmentalized as a separate subject that has no bearing on the rest of the curriculum. 
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The sessions with Mrs. Suguna Kiran helped students integrate values with core 

subjects, which should be discussed by both the teacher and the taught. Students 

realized that one major advantage of this approach is that it obviates the necessity of 

allocating a separate period and teacher for value education. Another plus point is the 

value education is seamlessly woven into the learning process, which makes it possibly a 

more effective way of enabling students to appreciate and inculcate core values. By 

relating values to the students’ own lives, this approach to value education makes the 

exercise potentially more meaningful, relevant, and, therefore, more interesting and 

appealing for students. Value education can thus be something more than just another 

empty academic exercise.  

  






























































































